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Do You Know What the New Covenant is?

The New Testament is named after it.

Jesus Shed his Blood on the Cross for it.

It Provides for the Forgiveness of Our Sins.

Every time we partake of the Lord’s Supper (Communion)
we Remember and Recommit ourselves to it.

Every Follower of Jesus is required to follow it.

Bible Blessings are Only for Those who Abide by it.

It Governs our Eternal Relationship with God.

We Show God we Love him by Obeying it.

Have You Read the New Covenant?
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My Journey Began with this Question

If we are supposed to obey the 10

Commandments in the Old Testament then

why do most Christians not obey the 4th

commandment to keep God’s Sabbath Day

holy “as God clearly states and commanded

us to” on the 7th Day?

Had I ever observed God’s Sabbath in the correct way and if not then

was I was breaking the 10 Commandments, God’s most sacred

commands.

I had no answer, but I knew he is my God and I must obey him in order

to please him. I knew the 10 Commandments were very important to

God for me to obey, but why did Christians not teach and observed

God’s Sabbath on the 7th Day just as he commanded? So I started to

study and ask questions.

Fifteen years later after I first asked this question and thirty years into

my sold-out walk with Jesus this book reveals my Journey of Faith in

what I discovered, where I learned it from, and how it literally has

changed my life forever.

Dave Rogers





“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God, and keep his commandments:

for this is the whole duty of man.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13

Jesus said:

“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments (from the Old Testament law),

and shall teach men so,

he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven:

but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same

shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:19

“… one came and said unto Jesus, ‘Good Master, what

good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?’

And Jesus said unto him …

‘if you will enter into life, keep the commandments.’”
Matthew 19:16-17



But he (Jesus) said,

"Blessed rather are those who hear

the word of God and keep it!"

Luke 11:28
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Introduction

When you trust in Jesus as your Lord and Savior you

enter into an eternal contract with God called The New

Covenant. Knowingly or not you are bound to the terms of this

contract. It is this contract which governs our eternal relationship with

God, which includes his laws, blessings, and our duties. It explains what

God is trying to teach us, also what he is trying to do inside of us by

changing our heart and mind and why. It provides us covenant

blessings like the forgiveness of our sins and gives us God’s Holy Spirit

to be our personal teacher and comforter to remain with us and live

inside us for all eternity. This is where we get the concept being “Born

Again” – that is, we have become born again in God’s Holy Spirit.

The New Covenant is one of the most significant events in the

history of mankind. Have you heard of the New Covenant? Have you

read the New Covenant?

Many have heard of the Blood of Jesus covering or paying for our

sins. What you may have not heard, is that Jesus shed his blood on the

Cross for the New Covenant. God uses a blood sacrifice for his

covenants in the Bible, in this case it was Jesus’ blood, given on the

Cross that paid for the New Covenant.
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At Passover, Jesus instituted the New Covenant at the Last Supper,

often called the Lord’s Supper or Communion, just prior to his death

on the Cross and resurrection. Did you know, that every time we

partake of the Lord’s Supper we are remembering and recommitting

ourselves to the New Covenant.

Jesus said at the Last Supper in Matthew 26:28:

“This is my blood of the New Covenant,

which is shed for many for

the remission of sins.”

Another word for Covenant is contract or testament. The New

Testament of the Bible is even named after the New Covenant.

So why does the New Covenant remain a mystery to many

when it should be a foundational teaching known to everyone?

Many in the traditional churches fail to emphasis it and do not

teach the details of the New Covenant, some saying it is not even in

effect.

You will learn in this book, that understanding the New Covenant

and living by it is the most critical key to living a successful and blessed

life in unity with God. You will discover the pure, original Gospel and

the basic teachings and doctrines of Jesus and the Early Church, that

for the first 400 years of the church were the required foundation to

every disciple’s walk. You will also start to understand why later
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churches began to replace and subvert the original faith for the

teaching of an alternate Gospel that clearly contradicts the Scripture.

Most traditional churches today teach that the

Torah, the laws God

created in the Old

Testament, are old and

done away with, that we

should not obey them.

What If… we had gotten this view

on the Old Testament laws all wrong?

What if God’s Laws are real? To some, that might seem like a silly

question. If God is real, then his rules and ways are real. God is the

only one who can define the terms of our relationship with him. The

New Covenant actually details the rules that governs our eternal

relationship with God. The New Covenant reveals that God never

revoked or abolished any of his laws including his 10 Commandments.

In Jeremiah 31:33, God states the purpose of the New

Covenant was to:

“… put my law in their inward parts,

and write it in their hearts …”
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John states in 1 John 5:3 from the New Testament:

“For this is the love of God,

that we keep his commandments: and his

commandments are not grievous.”

I guess the better question might be, what laws are we supposed

to obey and where are they written down? We are supposed to obey

the Ten Commandments – right?! – But isn’t that Old Testament law

too?! Didn’t Jesus come and die for our sins so that we would not be

bound by the Old Testament laws, we are freed from them? This is

what most traditional churches teach but is it Biblically correct?

I was raised in traditional churches to believe that we only have to

obey Jesus’ law or commands as given in the New Testament.

Testament means covenant or contract. That the Old Testament or Old

Contract was done away with, “fulfilled” by Jesus, and we are not

supposed to obey it. That if we obey the Old Testament laws we are

placing ourselves back under bondage to sin. This would mean God's

Commandments are evil and sinful. Let me severely caution you if you

believe this, for God does not tempt any man to evil nor is there any

evil in him.
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What Exactly is Sin?

Everybody knows we are not supposed to sin? Right!? The

New Testament states that to disobey God's Laws in the Old Testament

is the very definition of sin.

In the New Testament in 1 John 3:4, John states:

“Whosoever commits sin transgress also the law:

for sin is the transgression of the law.”

The Old Testament Law reveals what sin actually is. The main

theme of the Gospel Message and the New Testament has always been

Reconciliation to God. Why and for what reason? So that we may

continue to sin against God over and over again? Absolutely not! But

that we may be restored into his ways, his laws and covenants, and

continue to live by them. Faith in Jesus does not give us a license to

sin. Doing the law, in and of itself, does not give us Salvation. Salvation

comes by faith in Jesus, then we walk in obedience to God by obeying

his laws.

As James states in James 2:22:

“You see how faith works together with his actions,

and by his actions was faith made perfect?”
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Could it be the biggest lie we have bought

into, has become the main stumbling block to the

very thing that God wants us to do:

Obey God as he clearly commands in the

entire Bible (Old and New Testaments)?

This book will reveal from the Bible that when we violate God’s

Laws in the Old Testament, in addition to actually sinning against God,

we are, in fact, fighting the very tool God is using to teach and grow

us, to bring us closer to him. The Bible reveals that obedience to God’s

Old Testament Laws are key to a disciple’s daily life and the very thing

that God uses to perfect us and make us holy. In the Old Testament,

the first 5 books of the Bible (called “the Torah”) is the foundation of

the Bible and is the foundation to all faith and belief in God and Jesus.

The Torah, while often called “the law” or “the Books of Moses” actually

means “teachings,” and is considered “God's Teachings.” To not build

the foundation of your faith on the Torah (God's Teachings) places you

in perilous jeopardy making you unstable and easily swayed by false

teachings. When you see the words “the law” or “commandments” in

the Bible it actually means “The Torah” (God’s Teachings).
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A GREAT NUMBER OF WITNESSES

Jesus, Peter, James, Paul, all the original disciples, the apostles,

the first Church at Jerusalem, all the early churches for the first 400

years – all obeyed the Torah. All the famous people in the Old

Testament obeyed the Torah like Moses, King David, and Joshua. The

Church in the end times also obeys Torah (Revelation 14:12). When

Jesus returns, establishes his kingdom on Earth, and rules as King of

Kings and Lord of Lords, he will judge all nations by the Torah and

enforce obedience to the Torah (Micah 4:2-3).

In 2 Peter 3:15-17 (ESV), Peter cautions about those who are

“ignorant and unstable twist” Paul’s letters “to their own

destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” and “knowing this

beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with

the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.”

Peter is warning us to not be misled by those who do not use the Torah

and the Old Testament as the foundation to their faith, those who don’t

obey the Torah, those who continue to live their lives in sin.

What Paul actually teaches is that through “Faith … we

establish the law (Torah).” That the Old Testament Law (Torah)

can make you “wise unto salvation” and “for we know that

the law (Torah) is spiritual” and that “the law (Torah) is

holy … and just, and good.” That if we do them we prove that

we truly ‘Know God.”



h Introduction
Walking in The New Covenant with Jesus – www.TheJerusalemRoad.com

Paul teaches that those who continue to sin (disobey God’s Laws

in the Old Testament) are still carnal and are still “Walking in the

Flesh.” That continuing to sin against God breaks fellowship with him,

alienating him because you are at war with him. That living or abiding

in God can only come by “Walking in his Spirit” which is evidenced

by our Faith in Jesus and our obedience to God and his laws in the Old

Testament.

It is always easier and more sociable to stay within the group. I

guess you have to decide if your priority is to follow the God of the

Bible as the Bible instructs and teaches or follow the tradition and

teachings of men in a religion, denomination, or church. But the real

question just might be, who is the one that gives you eternal life? A

church, man, or God? SO, if I were you, I would prioritize my life on

obeying the rules and laws set down by God and not men for it is in

God alone that we have eternal life.

The Firm Foundation of God

Paul states in 2 Timothy 2:19 (ESV):

“God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal:

‘The Lord knows those who are his,’ and, ‘Let

everyone who names the name of the Lord depart

from iniquity (violation of God’s Laws).’”
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

Which God are We Talking About?

We are talking about the one and only true God ה ו ה י  
YHVH, the Creator of all things, the God of Israel, also called

the God of the Bible, Father of Heaven, and the God of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. My studies show God’s name in

the original Hebrew is Yahuah. Others use the name Yahweh, Yahovah,

Jehovah, or other variations. You’ve heard the word Hallelu-yah. This is a

Hebrew word that means: “Praise Be to Yah.” ‘Yah’ is the short poetic form of

God’s name using the first two letters.

We are also talking about Jesus (Y’shua) עה ו ש  י of Nazareth, the true

Messiah and King of Israel, the Son of God. My studies show Jesus’ name in

the original Hebrew is Yahusha or Yahushua and is the same as the name

Joshua, although Joshua this a westernized version, there are no “Js” in

Hebrew. Others use Yeshua, Yahshua, or some other variation. The beauty of

Jesus’ original Hebrew name is that it contains part of the Father’s name: Yahu

(first 3 letters) and adds ‘sha’ or ‘shua’ meaning salvation. Jesus’ original name

in Hebrew literally means “Yahu is my Salvation.”

No Condemnation or Judgment

What you choose to do, or not do, is between you and God. The purpose of

the teachings in this book is not to condemn or judge you but to encourage

you onto holiness, to walk anew in God's Holy Spirit in truth and obedience

toward an awesome relationship with God.
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When Jesus returns he will judge and reward everyone according to their

works, what they did (Matthew 16:27 and Revelation 22:12-14). By what

standard will Jesus use for everyone to punish or reward them? The Torah,

God’s Laws in the Old Testament (Micah 4:2-3).

What is Evil?

Is witchcraft evil? Are witches and warlocks? Are demons and Satan? Is

worshiping idols and other gods evil? Does a carved idol made of wood,

stone, or precious metals really have any power!? It does not to most people,

but only does to those who worship it, look to it for answers, look to it for

truth or salvation – the power given to the idol is in their mind and the mind

controls their body and actions. I suggest that Evil and Idolatry is looking

to and relying upon any source other than the one and only True God, the

God of Israel (the God of the Bible).

God is the only one qualified to define sin, truth, obedience, true worship, and

salvation. So as you read further, keep in mind that any man, church,

denomination or religion’s definition of things can be false, only God’s

definition of things as outlined in the Bible will always be true and reliable.

For it is only God’s opinion that ultimately counts and only God’s Word that

matters. Do not let any man or religion define who you are and your beliefs.

Allow yourself to be open to God, to allow him to teach you. For your eternal

salvation cannot be based upon men, a church, or a religion, but only upon

God. So let’s choose right now to be firmly dependent upon God and his

Word (the Bible) as our source, and to not depart from this firm foundation.

That being said, you need to test everything I say in this book against the

Bible, for if you believe what I say without confirming it then you are just

believing in a man. Test everything (1 Thessalonians 5:21), confirm things in

the Bible, then you will be believing in God, and your faith and walk with God

will greatly increase beyond your wildest dreams.
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Bible Quotes

Most Bible quotes are from the King James Version (KJV) or the English

Standard Version (ESV). If the Bible quote is unmarked it is from the KJV. If it

is from another translation it will be marked. Updated grammar and spelling

is done to make the KJV verses easier to read, like changing “ye” to “you.”

With the assistance of the Strong’s Concordance, a few words are changed

that required clarity but were done without changing its meaning.

Questions about this Book

If you have any questions or need further explanations please first pray to God

and ask his Holy Spirit to teach you, to calm you, to focus and ground you

solidly in his ways. It is a good thing to wait upon God for your answers. God

who created the mouth CAN speak directly to you. God who created the ear

CAN definitely hear you. What God desires most is for you to know him, his

will, and Jesus who he sent to us. If you seek God with all your heart you will

find him. Ask God any question and pursue him on the answer – and he will

answer you!

Contacting the Writer

WalkingInTheNewCovenant@Outlook.com

If you have questions, comments, or wish offer a correction you may contact

David Rogers, the writer. We should all be open to being corrected from the

Bible from brothers and sisters in the faith who do so in love and not

condemnation or anger.
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What Does God Want?

God Wants a Deep and Intimate Relationship with Us

A Personal Relationship with God

You may have heard the saying, “Personal Relationship with God.”

Imagine the most perfect friend. They would be loyal, loving, caring,

encouraging, truthful, and by your side through good and hard times

– just to name a few qualities. Anyone would be fortunate to find even

one friend like this in their entire life.

In the New Testament, the Greek word ‘ ginos̄ko’̄ (Strong’s Ref.

#G1097) means to “know” (absolutely), to understand . This same

word is also used when describing how a wife or husband intimately

knows the other. The following scriptures reveal what God really wants

from us: a deep and intimate relationship. God wants us to know him

intimately.

Jesus, while looking up to the Heavenly Father, said

in John 17:3:

“And this is eternal life, that they might

knowG1097 you the only true God, and

Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
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God reveals there are rules that govern our relationship with him.

John, an original disciple of Jesus, writes in the New Testament in 1st

John 2:3-4: “And hereby we do know that we knowG1097 him, if

we keep his commandments (from the Old Testament). He that

says, I knowG1097 him, and keeps not his commandments, is a

liar, and the truth is not in him.”

And in 1 John 5:3, John states: “For this is the love of God,

that we keep his commandments (from the Old Testament): and

his commandments are not grievous.”

To ‘know’ God, which is eternal life you must understand these

things and live by them. The results of sin is death. Jesus paid our ‘sin

debt’ – that is, he took the punishment for our sins in that he died for

us. Jesus did not remove our obligation to obey God’s Laws. Violation

of God’s Laws is the very definition of sin. Faith in Jesus does not give

anyone a license to continue committing sin. In fact, the whole point

of redemption is that we are restored to a life in fellowship with God.

Sin is Violation of God’s Laws

John states in 1 John 3:4,6 in the New Testament: “Whosoever

commits sin transgress also the law (Torah): for sin is the

transgression of the law (Torah). … (6) Whosoever abides in him

(Jesus) sins not: whosoever sins has not seen him, neither known

him.”
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Sin is generally defined as an offense against someone. Sinning

against God means an offense against God as he defines it in his laws

and commandments in Bible, while the term ‘iniquity’ more specifically

means a violation, unrighteousness, illegality, or lawlessness

concerning God’s Laws.

God’s Laws reveal what sin actually is. In obeying God’s Laws we

choose not to sin against God. Continuing to violate God’s Laws will

bring death, because you are separating yourself from God, who is life.

A brother gives this example: “Let’s say that you and I

enter into a covenant (contract) agreement and you

break the conditions of the covenant and in doing so

you are required to pay a heavy price. But you are

unable to pay the price. So I in my mercy I pay the price

for you so that you can be allowed to come back in and

renew the covenant with me and try to keep it once

again so you can partake of the promises. Have I now

extended mercy to you so you can now break the

covenant at will, over and over again, with the mindset

that it cannot be kept? Of course not!”
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Results of Not Obeying the

Old Testament Laws

If you think you do not have to obey God’s Laws in the Old

Testament then you really don’t know Jesus very well. Says who!?

Jesus.

Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone that says to me,

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that

does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to

me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your

name? and in your name have cast out devils? and in your name

done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them,

I never knewG1097 you: depart from me, you that work iniquity

(violation of God’s Laws).”

James, an original disciple of Jesus and the leader of the first

Church at Jerusalem teaches in James 2:14-26 that: “Faith without

works is dead.” But is it any works or deeds done in Jesus’ name valid?

Obviously not, even though they may have been done with the best of

intentions. We are talking about how to walk or live our daily lives in

a way that is pleasing to God. Undoubtedly, Salvation comes by faith

in Jesus, but then how else are we supposed to live our daily lives

except by being obedient to God? This is where many people fall very

short. They think that all they had to do is believe in Jesus. To truly

know God, you also learn what God really wants from us. God want us
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to obey him, to obey his Will and to not do what we want but what he

wants.

Continuing to live a life in violation of God’s Laws in the Old

Testament will do more harm to break your relationship with God than

anything else. Paul states that doing so makes you are “at war with

God.” Because you have become rebellious against God in continuing

to sin against him, he will, as a good and loving Father would do,

attempt to bring you back to him by disciplining you, punishing you,

and limiting your blessings. Your continued rebellion breaks fellowship

with God because you have turned your back on him. In the New

Testament it is referred to as “Walking in the Flesh” or doing your

own selfish will, not God’s. Paul states that to obey God’s Laws in the

Old Testament can only be done as a result of God’s Holy Spirit

residing in you – referred to as “Walking in the Spirit.” The main sign

that the Holy Spirit remains in you is that you continue to obey God’s

Laws in the Old Testament - this proves that you truly do abide (live)

in God and he abides (lives) in you.

In John 15:9-11, Jesus states: “As the Father has loved me, so

have I loved you: continue you in my love. If you keep my

commandments, you shall abide (live) in my love; even as I have

kept my Father's commandments, and abide (live) in his love.

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain

in you, and that your joy might be full.”
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The Old Testament is the Foundation

T H I N K A B O U T T H I S P O I N T C A R E F U L L Y

In the New Testament, Jesus, the Disciples, Paul, the Apostles, the

First Christians, and Early Churches taught mainly from “The

Scriptures.” They used “The Scriptures” to provide evidence that Jesus

of Nazareth is the Son of God, the true Messiah of Israel. Of what

scriptures were they talking about? The New Testament was not

written yet. They were teaching from the Old Testament. When

you read about “the Scripture” in the New Testament they are actually

referring to the Old Testament.

In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul states: “All scripture (from the Old

Testament) is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly

furnished unto all good works.”



What Does God Want? 7
www.TheJerusalemRoad.com – Walking in The New Covenant with Jesus

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying that the New Testament is not

inspired of God. The point I’m trying to convey is that the entire view

of Jesus and the Early Church was that “the Scripture” IS the Old

Testament. That we must also view the Old Testament just as they did,

as the foundation to all faith and belief in God and Jesus. They clearly

understood that every follower of Jesus must have a proper knowledge

of the Old Testament and seek to observe the Old Testament laws in

order to have a valid foundation to their faith. They also understood

that to disregard God’s Laws in the Old Testament makes one at war

with God. Also that God uses our obedience to the Old Testament

Laws to teach and grow us and to bring us closer to him. That our

obedience is the only way to please God and to understand who he

really is. Being raised in traditional churches, I was left with the clear

impression that the Old Testament was not a priority – that we just

needed to focus on the New Testament. That we must view the Old

Testament through the light of the New Testament. This was, in fact,

was totally backwards. The Old Testament IS the foundation to the

faith. The more we understand the Old Testament the clearer our

understanding of the New Testament becomes. This is why so many

people are easily swayed by false teachings that have twisted the

teachings of Paul, Jesus, and others.
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The Torah is God’s Teachings

Proverbs 4:2: “For I give you good doctrine, forsake not my

law (Torah).”

In the Old Testament, the Torah is the first 5 books of the Bible,

sometimes called the ‘Books of Moses’ or ‘The Law.’ It includes the

books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

In Hebrew, Torah means “teachings” or “instructions” and is considered

“God’s Teachings” to all mankind. The Torah is the Foundation of the

Bible and is the Foundation to all Faith in God and Jesus.

When you ignore or set aside the importance of the Torah as

the foundation to your faith you are setting aside God’s Teachings

which make you unstable and easily swayed by false teachings.

In John 5:46-47, Jesus said: “For had you believed Moses, you

would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if you believe

not his writings, how shall you believe my words?”

And in Luke 16:31, Jesus says: “If they hear not Moses and the

prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from

the dead.”
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Building Upon The Solid Foundation

Paul states in 2 Timothy 2:19 (ESV):

“But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal:

‘The Lord knows those who are his,’ and,

‘Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart

from iniquity (violation of God’s Laws).’”

The Witness of Old Testament Leaders

Moses, Joshua, Isaiah, Nehemiah, King David, (just to name a few) and

many, many more all obeyed God’s Laws in the Old Testament.

The Witness of the Early Church

Peter, Paul, James (leader of the Jerusalem Church), the Early Churches

for over 400 years, the Disciples, the Apostles all obeyed God’s Laws in

the Old Testament.

The Witness of the End Times Church

Revelation 14:12: “Here is the perseverance of the saints: here

are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of

Jesus.”

After Jesus Returns

Micah 4:2-3 (ESV): "(3) For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and

the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He (Jesus) shall judge

between many peoples … and they shall beat their swords into

plowshares … nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war anymore;"
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The Witness of Jesus

Jesus lived a life in perfect obedience to God’s Laws in the Old

Testament. We often overlook the most important and critical witness

– that of Jesus himself. Jesus purposely lived his life as “the model”

for how we should live ours. In doing so he limited or humbled the

divine nature part of himself (Philippians 2:5-8) becoming the servant

instead of the king. Through his life he taught us how we are to live

our lives and how to relate to God the Father.

Jesus obeyed the Will of the Father found in the Old Testament

Scriptures including God's Laws and Commandments. Jesus kept all of

God's laws so he was sinless (2 Corinthians 5:21). If he was not sinless

then he would not have been the perfect sacrifice required to pay the

penalty for our sins. If Jesus did these things what does that say about

us, for a disciple is not above his master (Matthew 10:24-25). Should

we not do as Jesus did!?

1 John 2:5-6 (ESV): “By this we may know that we are in him

(Jesus): whoever says he abides (lives) in him ought to walk in

the same way in which he walked.”

WWJD - What Did Jesus Do!

Jesus actually obeyed the Old Testament laws, so we should do as

Jesus did? Correct!? Says who? Jesus.
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In Luke 6:40, Jesus said: “The disciple is not above his master:

but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.”

Matthew 10:24-25, Jesus said: “The disciple is not above his

master, nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the

disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. …”

And in John 13:15-17, Jesus said: “For I have given you an

example, that you should do as I have done to you. Truly, truly,

I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither

he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If you know these

things, happy are you if you do them.”

Carefully Consider Your Foundational Concepts

It is vitally important to carefully consider your foundational

concepts about your relationship with God. Not building your faith

firmly upon who God really is and what he expects from us will waste

a lot of time, you will miss out on a majority of opportunities and

blessings God has for you, and you may suffer greatly now and into

eternity.

In Luke 6:46-49, Jesus states: “And why do you call me, Lord,

Lord, and do not the things which I say? Whosoever comes to

me, and hears my sayings, and does them, I will show you to

whom he is like: He is like a man which built a house, and digged

deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood
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arose, the stream beat intensely upon that house, and could not

shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. But he that hears, and

does not, is like a man that without a foundation built a house

upon the earth; against which the stream did beat intensely, and

immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.”

In Matthew 7:14-15, Jesus states: “ … narrow is the way, which

leads unto life, and few are they that find it. Beware of false

prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly

they are ravenous wolves.” See also Deuteronomy Chapter 13.

In Mark 7:5-9,13, Jesus is addressing a law made up by the

religious leaders of his day that does not come from the Scripture:

“Then the Pharisees and scribes (the religious leaders) asked

him, Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition

of the elders … Jesus answered and said unto them, … ‘This

people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.

… in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the

commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of

God, you hold the tradition of men … you reject the

commandment of God, that you may keep your own tradition. …

(13) Making the word of God of none effect through your

tradition, which you have delivered: and many such like things

you do.’”

In the next Bible quote a “Jot” or “Tittle” means a small mark of in

a letter, like the cross on the letter “t” or the dot on the letter “i.” In

Matthew 5:17-19, Jesus said: “Think not that I am come to destroy
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the law (Torah), or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but

to fulfil (carry out). For truely I say unto you, Till heaven and

earth pass1, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law

(Torah), till all be fulfilled (carried out). Whosoever therefore

shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach

men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but

whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great

in the kingdom of heaven.”

1 The phrase “till heaven and earth pass” is a Hebrew slang phrase meaning “it is never

going to happen.” Similar to the American phrase: “When Hell freezes over.” No one

ever expects Hell to actually freeze. Compare with Jesus’ statement in Luke 16:17: “it
is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.”
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God’s Relationship Models

Creator, King, Heavenly Father, Husband, Friend

If one studies and learns from these relationship models, one will

start to learn more about how God wants to relate with us and us with

him. There are five key relationship models that are emphasized in

the Scripture: First, God as our Creator. Second, God as our King, Boss,

or Master and us as his kingdom servants, subjects or citizens. Third,

being the primary one, God as our Heavenly Father and us as his

children. The fourth one is referred to as a secret, intimate, and

mysterious part of our relationship – that is God as our Husband and

us, the Church, as God's wife or bride. Fifth is God as our Friend.

First, God is a Real Person

God has real feelings and emotions like us. When we relate to him

and talk with him we need to view him as a real person, but be even

more respectful because he is God. In failing to do so, we will miss out

on having a relationship with him that is deeper, more real, and more

full of truth and understanding.
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God as Creator and King

Put simply, God is the creator and king of the

universe. God's Kingdom is referred to as the Kingdom

of Heaven because God’s throne room is in heaven but his kingdom

spans the entire universe. In the universe God has an established

authority structure, rules, and covenants that govern all things

including people, society, business, families, animals,

physics and gravity, even the stars and planets.

All things seen and unseen in the universe were

created by God and have their existence in and operate under God’s

Word, his Laws and Covenants. Disregarding God's law of gravity, say

in stepping off a roof, will cause you damage. Likewise, disregarding

or breaking God's laws in other areas will bring various punishments

and/or negative consequences. No matter where you go you cannot

escape God's Laws and the reach of his Covenants. They are in effect

throughout the entire universe, even in the very fabric and framework

of the seen and unseen world.

SEE ALSO: Zechariah 12:1; Psalms 104:5; Proverbs 8:29.
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God as Our Heavenly Father

God’s primary relationship with us is as our Heavenly

Father. God is a true father in the best sense: He know us

better than anyone and has a perfect plan for us that is

meant give us nothing but the best in life and as a good

father does, he seeks to raise up his children in that plan.

God our Father is our protector, our provider, our

teacher, our leader – God our Father is our role-model.

Wow! If we would realize what that really means! In

John 5:30, Jesus said: “I seek not mine own will, but

the will of the Father which has sent me.” So if we want to be like

Jesus we should do the same, and live as he lived. 1 John 2:6 (ESV):

“whoever says he abides (lives) in him (Jesus) ought to walk in

the same way in which he walked.”

God as our Friend

God is also referred to as a friend. Here are a few scriptures that

highlight this:

In John 15:13-15, Jesus says: “Greater love has no man than

this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are my

friends, if you do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call
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you not servants; for the servant knows not what his lord does:

but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of

my Father I have made known unto you.”

And in James 2:21-24, James states: “Was not Abraham our

father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon

the altar? (22) See how faith works together with his works, and

by works was faith made perfect? (23) And the scripture was

fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed

unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of

God. (24) You see then how that by works a man is justified,

and not by faith only.”

God as our Husband

This is considered a more hidden or great

mystery side to God. It is a very, very intimate side

to God that puts it closer in the realm of a marriage

covenant relationship. This topic is too deep to

discuss in detail here but you will see the Covenant

Marriage mentioned as a main and recurring theme throughout this

book. To start your study, read Paul’s teaching on the Marriage

Relationship Model in Ephesians 5:22-33, then read the “We Are The

Body of God” on page 163.
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Trust and Obey

The Evidence of Being Saved

While most traditional churches have an open disrespect for God's

Old Testament laws and say to run away from them – God is saying in

order to please him, he wants us to embrace obedience to him as our

first worship and first service unto him. When we first accept Jesus as

our Lord and Savior the first sign that we are actually “Saved” or “Born

Again” is that we have faith in Jesus and choose to trust in and obey

God. The primary evidence that we are saved and that God’s Holy

Spirit lives in us is not speaking in tongues, healing, or prophesying but

is that we remain trusting of and obedient to God.

Act 5:32: “…the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to them

that obey him.”

Abraham’s life is widely considered the Model of Faith. God

made a Covenant (contract) with Abraham. Abraham believed (put his

trust or faith in) God his Covenant. God accounted Abraham’s faith in

him and his Covenant as righteousness, or right standing before him.

THEN Abraham lived his daily life in obedience to God’s laws and
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commandments. THEN God blessed Abraham according to the

promises outlined in the Covenant.

When we believe (trust or have faith) in Jesus as our Lord and

Savior, God counts it to us as righteousness, right standing before him.

THEN we live our lives in obedience to God’s laws and commandments.

THEN God blesses us in accordance with the New Covenant.

When you say “Faith” you mean “action” for faith without

action is dead. The Apostle James once said: “faith, if it has not

works, is dead, being alone.” (James Chapter 2). In James 2:22 he

said: “You see how faith works together with his actions, and by

his actions was faith made perfect?”

In Titus 1:16, Paul states: “They profess that they know God;

but in works they deny him, being … disobedient, and unto every

good work worthless.”

For our Faith to be alive it must be matched by our actions. Belief

in Jesus and God is not enough. Belief that Jesus is the Son of God

and the Messiah of Israel and that God raised him from the dead is not

enough, for even Satan and the demons believe this, and tremble at
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that fact, and yet remain at war against God. The difference is they do

not trust and obey God.

Faith Like a Child

Like a good father, our Heavenly Father is attempting

to give us instructions (laws or rules) to help his children

grow and prosper, to help us enter into the eternal New

Covenant relationship with him, and to become everything

that he dreams for us to be. This includes Rules or Laws

that cover our relationship to him, to others, and for

ourselves.

Children, when given an order, often like to ask “why? why? why?”

– but parents often say, “do this because I said so.” Most children do

not like that answer at all. What it boils down to is: “Do You Trust

Me?” Do you really trust God with your life? If you really trust God,

then you will do what God says first without insisting that you

understand ‘why’ at that moment. This is the true measure of trust and

faith in God. We often DO learn why, but only on the other side of

obedience, after we do what we were told. And little may you know, it

is obedience to God’s Laws that is his main teaching tool in helping us

grow and in bringing us closer to him. This is why the name of this

chapter is called “Trust and Obey.” As one of my favorite songs (hymn)
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goes: “Trust and Obey, for there is no other way, to be happy in

Jesus, but to Trust and Obey.”

Matthew 18:1-4:

(1) … the disciples came unto Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’

(2) And Jesus called a little child to him, and set him in the

middle of them,

(3) And said, ‘Truly I say unto you, Except you be converted,

and become as little children, you shall not enter into the

kingdom of heaven.

(4) Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little

child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’

and in Mark 10:15, Jesus says: “Truly I say unto you, Whosoever

shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he

shall not enter therein.”
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Where Did We Go Wrong?

Jesus paid our sin debt that we owe for our violations of the Old

Testament Laws. The biggest and most damaging lie we have been

sold over the centuries is that Jesus also came to do away with the Old

Testament Law, therefore we don’t have to obey it. This book will

present significant Bible evidence to the contrary.

Since the beginning, in the Garden of Eden, Satan has been trying

to convince us not to obey what God said. Satan stating, “Did God

really say that!?”

Could it be the biggest lie we have bought into,

has become the main stumbling block to the very thing

that God wants us to do:

Obey God as he clearly commands in the

entire Bible (Old and New Testaments)?

From what God had made perfect, Satan lied to convince Adam

and Eve to disobey God and that disobedience cursed all of

mankind. Now our disobedience is once again cursing us.

Many in the traditional churches twist Scripture and teach not to

obey God in the Old Testament.

One example is in Matthew 5:17: “Think not that I am come to

destroy the law (Torah), or the prophets: I am not come to

destroy, but to fulfillG4137.” Fulfill does not mean it is done away with.
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Fulfill means that Jesus brought perfect completeness and meaning to

the law. Fulfill means to carry out.

Jesus' use of “fulfill” here is often twisted by traditional churches

to mean the law (Torah) has been done away. ‘Fulfill’ uses Strong’s Ref.

#G4137 and is the same word used in Matthew 3:13-15 (ESV): “Then

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by

him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be

baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered

him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfillG4137

all righteousness.’ Then he consented.” And in John 3:29, Jesus

states: “…this my joy therefore is fulfilledG4137.” Has Jesus now

done away with all joy and righteousness? Obviously not.

In Luke 24:44, after Jesus was resurrected he explains what

“fulfilled” means: “And he said unto them, These are the words

which I spoke unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things

must be fulfilledG4137, which were written in the law of Moses

(Torah), and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.”

Jesus used the word “fulfil” to mean the carrying out the prophecies

about himself. And again in Matthew 26:56, we see what Jesus meant:

“But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might

be fulfilledG4137.” Other examples, just in the book of Matthew,

include Mat. 1:22; 2:15; 2:17; 2:23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 13:14; 13:35; 21:4;

27:9; 27:35.
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Let's Keep it Simple

The Bible is God's Word? Yes!? So when you read the Bible

and when you see “And the LORD said” or “Jesus said” and it

is a command, and you see it in quotes or red lettering, then it

is something that you cannot argue against but should obey as

a matter of trust and faith. It's pretty straight forward. Right!?

So do you follow God or men? Do not to be confused or

swayed by the arguments of men that we don't have to obey

what God says. It is very simple, if we love God then we

should want obey him because we want to please him!

I’ve often said it’s not hard to figure out. Interesting

enough, this is so simple a child can do it. In fact, God made it

so simple and easy to understand because he wanted everyone

to be in right relationship with him, even little children. It is so

straight forward and so clear to understand that there is no

need to get bogged down in theological and doctrinal issues

or debates.

Plainly put: Did God or Jesus command it? Then I

should obey. This is the required foundation to the walk for

all followers of Jesus: To Trust and Obey God.
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Living the Ultimate Blessed Life

in Unity with God

In this book I seek to show, that to be in right relationship with

God we must seek to obey God’s laws throughout the entire Bible.

That to continue to live with an attitude that we do not have to obey

God in the Old Testament Law has made us rebellious children, turning

our back on him, resulting in us breaking fellowship with God. God

says he wants to bless us BUT our “sins have withheld good things

from you.” (Jeremiah 5:25). He also says he will not listen to the

prayers of rebels, but will harshly discipline us.

1 Samuel 12:15: “If you will not obey the voice of the LORD

ה ו ה י , but rebel against the commandment of the LORD ה ו ה י ,

then shall the hand of the LORD ה ו ה י be against you ...”

Proverbs 28:9: “He that turns away his ear from hearing the

law (Torah), even his prayer shall be an abomination.”

In James 2:24, James says: “… by works a man is justified, and

not by faith only.”

Deuteronomy 11:26-28: “Behold, I set before you this day a

blessing and a curse; A blessing, if you obey the commandments

of the LORD ה ו ה י your God … And a curse, if you will not obey”
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But you might say that I don’t obey the Old Testament laws and

God has blessed me. I don’t doubt that, but just imagine if you start

truly walking in full obedience to him and stopped being a rebellious

child – what greater blessings are to come. For as a true Father would,

if you do what he says and continue doing so – a father will freely pour

out his love, blessings, and favor upon you – and your relationship with

him will be rich and fulfilling. A true loving father knows not to reward

rebellious children, but disciplines them because he wants to bring

them back into a right relationship with him.

So if you truly love God and wish to please him you will obey his

laws. God’s laws are not meant to hurt you but to grow, prosper, and

bless you and to keep you from harm. As John stated in 1 John 5:3

from the New Testament:

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his

commandments (from the Old Testament): and his

commandments are not grievous.”
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God Said It. I Believe It.

There is a saying, “God said it. I believe it. That’s settles it.”

Basically, if God said it in the Bible then there is no room for debate or

argument about the issue.

Sometimes I use another teaching tool by asking Christians their

opinion on a topic that I know God has already spoken on. Most

people really love to express their opinions. Some can go on and on

about a topic. After I hear them out a bit then abruptly interrupt, “Well,

your opinion doesn’t matter!” That often shocks them like I’m being

rude, but at that point I definitely have their attention. I pause for a

moment and allow them to give me that dirty look of disgust, then I

deliver the point of the teaching. I say, “Well, My opinion doesn’t

matter either! It’s only God’s opinion that matters! If God has already

spoken on this topic in the Bible, then it is only his opinion that matters.

Correct!?” – I ask. They often pause, think for a moment, and then

agree, disagree, or I leave them thinking. But they all get the point.

If everyone really listened to God and obeyed what he said in the

Bible then the world would be much better off. Unfortunately many

teachings in the traditional churches have arisen over the centuries

which twist and distort the Bible misleading many with a dangerous

and un-scriptural reason not to obey God. In doing so we have broken

fellowship with God and become rebels at war with him.
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Foundational Thinking

Peter and the other apostles answered

the High Priest of Israel saying:

"We must obey God rather than men.”

Acts 5:29

Another saying: “The Main Thing is to Keep the Main Thing,

the Main Thing.” In other words: “Stay Grounded on What God

Says!” Only in God is there real safety, permanence, peace, salvation,

and the abundant life. Remember, it is only God who gives Salvation,

not men, leaders, churches, or religion. The only way to keep on track

with God is to hold fast to what he says in the Bible, which is the only

solid foundation. Alternative sources can easily be unreliable and

corrupt. The easiest way is to Trust and Obey your Heavenly Father. If

you rely upon God as your primary source for all truth and knowledge

you will not be disappointed.

The key to God’s Kingdom is

having and maintaining that child-like

view and faith. You could most likely

hear hundreds of differing opinions and

“alternative” views and interpretations on

things. Many being angry voices against obeying God in the Old

Testament. Others are more seductive and intellectual saying let’s

consider other views. You must never allow yourself to get

distracted from what God specifically says in the Bible.
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In Matthew 15:13, Jesus said: "Every plant that my

heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up."

Just as our body is corrupted by sin, so is our thinking. The only

reliable source is God as he has communicated himself through the

Bible and through his Holy Spirit, both never contradicting the other.

Also, exploring sources outside of God can easily waste a lot of time.

So, do not get distracted! Stay Focused on What God Says!

Connecting You to God

You might have heard the saying: “Give a man a fish and he will

eat for a day. Teach a man to fish and he will eat for life.” The

purpose of every real minister of God should be to get people directly

connected to God as their primary source since God can provide all

your needs himself. Remember, God gave us his Holy Spirit as our

personal teacher, to instruct us in all things. God’s Holy Spirit and the

Bible is all we need. God does brings brothers and sisters in the faith

to us to encourage us, but God alone remains our only source for truth.

Every follower of Jesus should share about this great and

wonderful relationship we have and should encourage others in the
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faith – this is what God’s family is about. God’s ministry is much bigger

than any man, church, or denomination. This is why God is the only

one who can be our source and the only one we can be dependent

upon.

So I will continue to speak towards making you aware that you can

communicate directly with God and have God teach you directly. This

is too big for any person, group, or organization – so get connected to

the source: God.

As you read this book I hope that you will discover God’s truth

because, when presented correctly, it will be obvious, clear, shine

bright and confirm itself by God’s Spirit in you.




